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persisted in his petitions and at last obtained leave. He
reached Ahmadnagar a few days before the emperor's
death and at once picked a quarrel with Kam Baksh, his
father's youngest and favourite son. At last Aurangzib to
separate them sent Kam Baksh to Bijapur and appointed
Azim Shah to be governor of Central India. Nevertheless
he knew that after they had left, their partisans were
intriguing, scheming, canvassing among the soldiers to
secure the succession. In despair the emperor drew up a
will, by which he divided his empire between his sons and
entrusted it to Hamid-ud-din Khan. On the morning of
3rd March 1707 Aurangzib rose as usual and said, as
strictly as ever, his morning prayer. An hour later lie was
dead. He had reigned for forty-nine years and was in his
eighty-ninth year,

It is difficult, if not imposible, for a historian of tho
Maratha people to do justice to Aurangzib. His conduct
towards Shivaji and Sambhaji was treacherous and cruel,
His evory relation with the kings of Bijapur and Goloonda
was stained with inhumanity and perfidy. His kindness
towards Shahu was prompted by political rather than
charitable motives. Still it must be conceded that of all
the Delhi emperors the memory of Aurangzib is dearest
to Indian Musulmans, If to Hindus ho was cruel and
intolerant, to the orthodox*" followers of Islam ho was
gracious and indulgent. Yet his excessive partiality to
Musulmans convicts the emperor of folly. Tho Moghul
throne was guarded by the swords of the Rajput clans.
Conquered and conciliated by Akbar, honoured alike by
Jahangir and Shah Jehan, the chiefs of Rajasthan had
during their three reigns been the bulwark of the house
of Timur. The soul of chivalry, they had poured out like
water in the service of tho empire, the best blood of their
kingdoms. It was not until thoy had suffered a succession
of insults from the bigotod Aurangzib that their hearts

*AaraBgzib treated the kings of Bijapur and (iroleonrta badly beoattso they
were Shiaa.